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Six hundred and forty-nine volumes have been bound and sixty- 
nine are now in the hands of the binders. This does not half com- 
plete the work on the accumulation of unbound journals, and a 
much more liberal appropriation than the Academy is at present 
able to make is necessary to place the remainder of this most im- 
portant section of the library in good working condition. 

Renewed effort has been made, as the several sets of journals have 
been prepared for the bindery, to obtain a supply of deficiencies. In 
many cases the replies to applications have been gratifyingly liberal, 
special acknowledgment being due, in this connection, to the Im- 
perial Academy of Science of St. Petersburg, from which 170 vol- 
umes, extending back to 1726, and not heretofore in the library of 
the Academy, have been received. 

Important additions have been made to the collection of lantern 
slides, the formation of which was noted last year. Dr. Charles 
Schaeffer has given 163 ; Dr. Benjamin Sharp, 36 ; Wm. Stevenson, 
12 ; Silas L. Schumo, 3 ; while 26 were purchased, making the en- 
tire collection 566. 

We are indebted to Mr. "William E. Haydock for a fine crayon 
portrait of Mr. John G. Meigs, whose legacy to the Academy was 
recorded in my last annual report. 

On retiring from the Presidency at the expiration of his four 
years of office, General Isaac J. Wistar contributed his portrait in 
oil, by Vonnah, to the gallery of Presidents, thus completing a col- 
lection of much value and interest. 

I am glad to again acknowledge the efficient services of my as- 
sistant, Mr. William J. Fox. 

Edw. J. Nolan, 

Librarian. 



REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The year just passed is especially noteworthy in the history of the 
Academy on account of the opening of the new museum building to 
the public. It has been impossible to prepare the entire building 
for exhibition this year ; yet it was considered desirable to open a 
portion of it to the public without further delay, and, in accordance 
with this plan, the first and second floors, comprising the depart- 
ments of Mineralogy, Archaeology and Mammalogy, were formally 
opened October 20th with appropriate ceremony. 
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Much time has necessarily been consumed in arranging and label- 
ling the collections in their new quarters. In addition to the Wm. 
S. Vaux Collections, representing Mineralogy and Archaeology, and 
the Clarence B. Moore Archaeological Collection, which were ar- 
ranged on the first floor of the new building during the present year, 
all the other archaeological material has been arranged in new cases 
procured for its reception, the majority of them uniform with those 
containing the Moore Collection. Prof. F. W. Putnam, of Cam- 
bridge, devoted some days to helping us in the general arrangement 
and classification of the collections, after which they were finally 
placed and labelled. The Peruvian and Egyptian mummies were 
also arranged in new cases and displayed on this floor. 

The entire collection of mammals was transferred from the old 
building to the second floor of the new museum, the old cases being 
necessarily retained in use until new and more suitable ones can be 
substituted. 

The series of mounted mammals is now displayed in a thoroughly 
systematic manner and carefully labelled, with the families and 
orders indicated in each case, an arrangement that was quite im- 
possible in the former crowded galleries. Many recently mounted 
specimens have been exhibited for the first time, and a number of 
badly mounted duplicate specimens have been removed from the 
cases to the study-collection of skins. Other poorly mounted speci- 
mens are being removed as fast as new and better examples can 
be obtained. In this way the inferior work of the old time taxider- 
mists is being rapidly replaced by the life-like mounts that charac- 
terize the modern art. 

The large collection of mammalian osteological material, which 
was formerly so crowded as to render it inaccessible, has been care- 
fully arranged in storage-cases on the first floor of the new museum, 
where it can be consulted with great convenience, while an exhibi- 
tion series, comprising skulls or articulated skeletons of the princi- 
pal types, is exhibited on the mammalogical floor. The large Balcen- 
optera skeleton has been placed along the eastern end of this floor 
and the smaller whale skeletons from the old building mounted and 
placed near by. 

Notwithstanding the time required to prepare the new building 
for exhibition, the work accomplished in other departments has been 
considerable. The removal of so much material from the old build- 
ing has made it possible to arrange the cases containing the palason- 
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tological collections to much better advantage, while the vacant 
space under the south gallery has been partitioned off uniform with 
the Entomological room, to furnish apartments for the Biological 
and Geological Sections. Two additional commodious rooms have 
been fitted up for the Botanical Section on the library floor. 

During the year the cataloguing of the mineral collection has 
been continued, and a series of minerals from Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey selected from the general exhibit, has been arranged in 
the department of local natural history. 

Work on the invertebrate fossils has been mainly confined to the 
Lea Eocene Collection. Through the liberality of the Rev. L. T. 
Chamberlain, D. D. a third fine case has been procured for 
the display of the collection, and Mr. C. W. Johnson has been 
enabled to spend much time in arranging and labelling the speci- 
mens and in carrying on valuable exchanges, besides making a short 
trip to the Potomac Valley, where a large collection was made. 

In the Department of Vertebrate Palaeontology a valuable addi- 
tion has been made to the museum by the final arrangement and 
labelling of the Port Kennedy Collection. Work at the cave has 
been actively and successfully pushed forward during the year by 
Dr. Dixon and Mr. H. C. Mercer. 

Great progress has also been made in cataloguing and renovating 
the collection of birds, so that this work is rapidly nearing comple- 
tion. Many valuable additions have also been received, especially 
to the Delaware Valley Ornithological Collection of local birds, the 
increase of which has necessitated the addition of a new plate-glass 
case for its accommodation. Further particulars of work in this 
department will be found in the report of the Ornithological Section. 

In other departments the work has been mainly restricted to cata- 
loguing and arranging the large additions received during the year, 
and looking after the general condition of the specimens, which is 
now excellent. 

The additions to the museum during the year have been note- 
worthy. One of the most important of these is the archaeolog- 
ical and zoological material obtained by Dr. Benjamin Sharp dur- 
ing a cruise along the coast and among the islands of Alaska and 
Siberia in the U. S. Revenue Cutter " Bear," during the year 
1895. Besides fine series of native implements, there are valuable col- 
lections of mollusks and birds, and a Pacific walrus ; also three fur 
seals, which now make one of the most attractive groups in the mu- 
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seum. Another, and one of the most valuable accessions, is a series 
of mammals, birds, fishes and reptiles collected in Somali-land by 
Dr. A. Donaldson Smith on his expedition through that country. 

Valuable collections of birds, mollusks and plants were likewise 
obtained for the Academy by Mr. George Russell in British Guiana. 
Another important addition is the collection of marine invertebrates 
prepared in formaline by our preparateur, Mr. F. W. Walmsley. 
Many other donations have been received, special mention of which 
will be found in the appended list of accessions, including a number 
of rare specimens from the Zoological Society of Philadelphia. 

The various collections under the care of special conservators 
have received careful attention during the year, and to the gentle- 
men who have rendered this important service the Curators would 
express their indebtedness — to Messrs. Thomas Meehan and Steward- 
son Brown of the Botanical Section ; Dr. Henry Skinner of the 
Entomological Section, and William W. Jefferis, Curator of the 
Wm. S. Vaux Collections. 

Valuable assistance has also been rendered in various departments 
of the museum by the students of the Jessup Fund : Miss Helen Hig- 
gins, Miss Jennie Letson, Messrs. H. W. Fowler, William J. Ger- 
hard, E. G. Vanatta and S. H. Hamilton. 

Henry C. Chapman, 

Chairman of the Curators. 



REPORT OF THE BIOLOGICAL AND MICROSCOPICAL 

SECTION. 

The Section has held the usual number of meetings during the 
past year, and the attendance has been up to the average. 

Communications pertaining to the subject of the Section, have been 
made at each meeting and usually specimens have been exhibited 
under the microscope. The cabinet has been enriched by 158 botan- 
ical slides, principally fungi, belonging to the late Dr. Rex and pre- 
sented by his sister through Mr. Wingate. 

The microscope of the late Dr. Wm. Hunt, and forty slides, were 
given by his widow. 

A room on the second floor of the Academy has been fitted up 
by the Section and will soon be ready for occupancy. Aquariums 



